
                                       Bruce Beach Cottagers’ Association 
 
                            Minutes for the Director and Councillor Meeting 
                                                                                Draft 
 

Date:         Saturday July 19, 2014 
 
Location:  Bruce Beach Club House 
 
Present:    Bruce McKelvey, Ross Klopp, Peter Newson, Susan Davidson, Area 1 (South Bruce 

Beach) David Gibson, Area 2 (McCosh Grove) Bill Dow, Area 3 (Tout’s Grove) Laurie 
Hamilton, Area 4 (Snowden Grove) Dick Mackenzie, Area 5&6 Sandy Jamieson,     
Area 7 Heather Ingham, Area 8 Julie Jeffries, Area 10 Joyce Pottier, Area 11 Brian 
MacEachern 

  
Regrets:    David Grant, David Tiernan, Melanie Clark, Area 9 (Cameron Grove) Joan McLaughlin, 

Area 8 Julie Jeffries 
 

 
1.0  Welcome and Roll Call – (Bruce McKelvey) 
 
Bruce McKelvey welcomed everyone and introduced three new Councillors, David 
Gibson Area 1 (South Bruce Beach), Bill Dow Area 2 (McCosh Grove) and Sandy Jamieson 
Area 5 and 6. He thanked the retired Councillors Nan Grant Area 1, Ruth MacLean Area 
2 and Diane Bryant Area 5 and 6 for their assistance and input to the Bruce Beach 
Cottagers Association (BBCA) over the past years. Bruce stressed the importance of 
working cohesively as a team. With the many issues facing Bruce Beach, it is critical to 
pool our efforts and work together with common goals to effect change. Susan Davidson 
distributed the Councillor’s terms of reference to the new Councillors. 
 
2.0 Approval of the Minutes for July 20, 2013 – (Susan Davidson) 

 
Susan distributed the minutes of the last Director and Councillor Meeting.  The only 
change was comments under Area 4 were from Dick’s son not his comments.                     
Motion 19-07-14-01 Susan Davidson presented a motion that the minutes be approved, 
Brian MacEachern seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
 

            3.0 Report of the Treasurer – (Melanie Clark presented by Peter Newson) 
 

Peter distributed the current Income Statement which includes 2013 and 2014 Budget 
and 2013 Actual Expenses. There are 24 cottages with fees outstanding.  
 



Bruce discussed the donations to the Kincardine Hospital Foundation and Pine River 
Watershed Imitative (PRWIN) of $1,500 each. He commented that these two 
organization give Bruce Beach significant benefits and should have our continued 
support. This budget will be recommended for approval at the Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) on August 2, 2014.  
 
Peter handed out the lists of delinquent cottagers for collection and explained the 
process. Those members who did not pay their fees in 2012 have not received the 2014 
Yearbook, their name has been removed from the book and their email address have 
been removed from Ross Klopp’s distribution list. If a member has not paid their 2013 
fees, they have not received the 2014 Yearbook but it is available upon receipt of the 
fees. This process has made a significant difference in the collections of fees. 
 
4.0 Executive Reports: 

 
4.1 President – (Bruce McKelvey) Bruce updated the group on the meeting a few 

weeks ago with Mayor Twolan of Huron Kinloss township to discuss the 
results of the Nuclear Waste Disposal survey. Twolan was impressed with 
quality of the survey produced by IPSOS Reid.  
 
Bruce and David again discussed issues related to beach management and 
requested clarification on what we are permitted to do or not do.  Also, they 
indicated that phragmites continues to be a problem and the township needs 
to assist in the removal of this vegetation.  
 
Bruce and David discussed the progress of installing Natural Gas in the 
township. This would improve the economy of the area and encourage new 
business. The cost is around $100 million and Twolan assured us that the cost 
would not be funded by the tax payers.  
 
Huron Kinloss Township in not a “willing host” for the installation of wind 
turbines, however, the Green Energy Act still allows the provincial 
government to determine the location of the turbines. However, the 
government is committed to listening to the townships views on the 
installation in their area. Kincardine has agreed to host a new field of wind 
turbines, the provincial government is funding $1 million for airport 
improvements and $650,000 in annual revenue.  
 
At south Bruce Beach, ATV and snowmobiles have been an issue. The 
township is willing to install barriers to prevent their use. And the township is 
aware of the flooding at the north end and are attempting to resolve this 
issue. 
 



Bruce circulated a brochure announcing the Pine River Watershed Initiative 
(PRWIN) Appreciation Day on August 23, 2014. Bruce is very impressed with 
their projects. Besides planting trees along rivers to reduce the flow of 
nutrients into the water and creating passages for animals to avoid refuge in 
the water, they are now supporting the installation of holding ponds on 
farms to contain the nutrient rich runoff. They have received a grant from 
the federal government of $90,000 to initiate these holding ponds. Bruce 
encouraged everyone to attend the Appreciation Day. 
 
Bruce encouraged everyone to ensure each cottage owner and their spouse 
register to vote in the next Municipal election. This election is in October 
2014. At a previous meeting David Grant agreed to document the process to 
be sent to the members. An owner can register at the municipal office. Ross 
will send out information on the process just prior to the election. 
 
At the last Annual General Meeting, a motion was approved directing the 
BBCA executive to survey the BBCA members on the issue of Nuclear Waste 
Disposal of spent fuel rods being hosted in the Huron Kinloss Township. This 
was completed during the spring of 2014 by Chris Martyn through his 
company IPSOS Reed. The results of the survey was initially presented to 
Mayor Twolan and then distributed to the BBCA membership. A very special 
thanks to Chris Martyn and his team at IPSOS for completing this survey. 
 
The participation in the survey was surprising low at 55%. Some did not like 
the questions so did not participate and others felt they were not educated 
enough to answer the questions.  
 
The important summary of the survey indicated that 71% of those who 
completed the survey believed the risks outweighed the benefits of creating 
a repository for disposing of the nuclear fuel rods in the township. 
 
The BBCA will not become an advocate either pro or con based on the results 
of the survey.  They will continue in the role of facilitator for open discussion 
and education on the issue. They will ensure communication of the results 
with the township, it will be presented to the township Councillors meeting 
August 5, 2014 and the results will be available to the media. It will be 
distributed to the Lisa Thompson MPP and Ben Lobb MP for the area. The 
survey is now public knowledge and can be used appropriately. 

 
4.2 Vice President – (David Grant presented by Bruce McKelvey) Bruce 

indicated everything is on track for the BBQ. The caterer is preparing the same 
menu as last year which was well received, adding corn if possible and 

watermelon.  Dairy Queen will provide the desert again this year. The ticket 
sales are at over 300 expected to be up to 500 in attendance. A reminder 



flyer was distributed to member’s mail box, however, some members may 
have not seen it. The flyer should have mentioned the return of the horse 
and wagon rides for the children. Application for the Noise By-law exemption is 
before Council on Monday July 21st.  Entertainment has been booked.  
Creemore Springs will again donate the beer for the event, a special thanks 
to Creemore and Karen Gauindo.  
 
Bill Dow raised a concern on behalf of McCosh Grove on the liability issues 
that could arise from the BBQ should there be an incident. Bruce assured Bill 
that the organizers followed all the rules required to acquire a liquor license 
and purchased special liability insurance for the event. Security guards are 
hired to ensure alcohol is not brought into the BBQ area or taken out of the 
area. A fence is erected to enclose the BBQ area. Anne Pottier sells the 
tickets and monitors people’s consumption.  Key areas i.e. fire department, 
police, emergency response are notified about the event. The BBCA 
executive feels confident that the BBQ Committee is doing everything to 
ensure a successful, incident free BBQ. 
 
The BBCA Executives are meeting with NWMO at their request on August 
24th to discuss the project, process and beach concerns. NWMO has met with 
the other beach associations in the area. 
 
NWMO is preparing the reports for the final eight communities that will 
complete step 3, phase 1 of the 9 step process. They expect to narrow the 
number of townships involved to 1 or 2 by the end of step 3, phase 2. This 
report is expected to be completed at the end of the year and will be the 
significant determinate if Huron Kinloss township continues in the process.  
 
Ruth McLean sponsored a meeting of Northwatch at the Bruce Beach 
Clubhouse to discuss the two projects proposed in our area. The meeting was 
attended by 10 to 15 people for the Beach, a few external citizens attended 
including Deputy Mayor Wilf Gamble. 

 

4.3 Communications Director – (Ross Klopp) Ross now has 497 email addresses 
covering over 265 members. He had an issue as some members objected to 
the emails he was sending relating to the Nuclear Waste Disposal. He has 
made it clear that any response should go to the person requesting the 
posting vs responding to him.   
 

4.4 Yearbook Coordinator – (Peter Newson) By the end of the season, only 10 
Members will continue to owe their annual fees. The main reason for the 
budget increase this year is Canada Posts costs to handle the mail have 
increased significantly. Peter will prepare a list of deceased members since 



the publication of the Yearbook and send it to Bruce for the AGM. Peter still 
requires a volunteer to assist with the publication of the Yearbook.  
 

5.0 Area Reports: 
 

 Area 11 – (Brian MacEachern) No issues 

 Area 10 – (Joyce Pottier) No issues 

 Area  9  Cameron Grove – (Joan McLaughlin) Joan was unable to attend meeting 

 Area  8 – (Julie Jeffries) Julie was unable to attend meeting 

 Area 7 – (Heather Ingham) The condition of the Ash trees was the area issue. 
The township sprayed the poison ivy at the areas request 

 Area 6 – (Sandy Jamieson) Sandy reminded members to fill in holes on the 
beach for night walkers  

 Area 5 – (Sandy Jamieson) as above. 

 Area 4 Snowdon Grove – (Doug Mackenzie) No issue 

 Area 3 Tout’s Grove – (Laurie Hamilton) Tout’s Grove has been approved as a 
Managed Forest, this has significantly reduced their property tax. Tout’s Grove 
will let nature take its course with the ash trees. 

 Area 2 McCosh Grove – (Bill Dow) Bill noted that if Natural Gas is installed on 
Bruce Beach between the 6th Concession and the 8th Concession each area would 
decide on granting an easement over their property. Bill discouraged people 
from using McCosh property for inappropriate or risky recreation purposes out 
of season. 

 Area 1 South Bruce Beach – (David Gibson) No issues 
 

          6.0 Other Business – (Bruce McKelvey) No additional issues raised. 
 

 
 


