
Bruce Beach Cottager’s Association 

Minutes for the Annual General Meeting 

Date:          Saturday July 30, 2011 

Location:   Bruce Beach Club House  

1.0         Welcome and Introduction of Guests: 

1.1 David Tiernan, President of the BBCA welcomed all members in attendance and introduced the 

Guest Speakers and the Board of Directors. David emphasised the importance of working as a 

community on the key issues facing Bruce Beach; Wind Turbines, Water Quality and Beach 

Quality. This year several surveys were completed by BBCA members to ensure the Executive is 

aware of their opinions. 

 

2.0         In Memoriam (Don Cass) In addition, Peggy Wilson 7A passed in June 2010 

 

3.0         Guest Speakers: 

3.1  David introduced Mitch Twolan, Mayor of Huron Kinloss acknowledging the collaboration 

between the township and several beach associations, working together to solve mutual issues.  

 

Mitch indicated the township is working with several municipalities to bring natural gas from Owen 

Sound to Kincardine and Huron Kinloss. This will greatly reduce the cost of power for many 

businesses and create jobs. Union Gas is contacting residences in the area to complete a feasible 

study of potential customers. The cost of the project is 50 million dollars with an anticipated hook 

up cost of $1,500 per customer.  

 

With the town of Lucknow, the township has spent 2 million dollars to improve the water quality in 

this area. To date, the algae harvester has cleaned the beach 13 times vs. 3 times last year. A 

number of BBCA members asked Mitch to improve the quality of the clean up. Mike Fair is 

completing a report with recommendations on the quality of the beach and will include a business 

case, if viable, to purchase a harvester for the township. This report will be tabled in the fall. 

 

Brian MacEachern has experimented using a vacuum pump to remove the liquefied algae from the 

water along the shore. Putting it on the beach to dry and then the harvester is able to remove it. 

Brian asked the township to consider purchasing and using a pump to remove the slur. 

 

Mitch indicated the farmers in the area are very concerned about the nutrients flowing from their 

farms into the lake. They are coming forward wanting to help solve the problem. The township has 

received a 1.2 million dollar grant to develop wetlands along Pine River to contain the runoffs from 

fields and prevent the nutrients flowing into the lake. Also, the township has received a .4 million 

dollar grant to stabilize the grave sites at the St Luke’s Anglican Church. 



Mitch was asked the frequency of water testing in the lake and if the results could be posted on the 

Huron Kinloss website. Grey Bruce Heath department tests the water every 2 weeks and have not 

had any significant e-coli readings. They only report to the township if there is an issue. 

 

Mitch was asked if the township tested farm runoff from the tiled fields. He explained this is not the 

jurisdiction of the township but the Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of the Environment who 

are responsible for any testing.  

 

Mitch was asked to have the large pieces of drift wood removed from the beach. This will also be 

addressed in the Beach Quality report to be ready by mid September. 

 

Mitch was asked who to contact if cattle are observed in the water. He indicated that farmers have 

every right to allow their cattle to be in the streams. This is handled at the provincial level of 

government not the municipal. However, many areas along the Pine River have been fenced to 

prevent cattle walking into the river.  

 

The issue of Wind Turbines was discussed. The provincial government is currently in election 

mode so many of the plans are on hold. Though there are 150 additional Wind Turbines planned for 

this area. The township council does not want Wind Turbines west of hwy 21 or in the lake. They 

have approved a different set back of 1000 meters vs. 550 meters in the Green Energy Act. 

However, the Green Energy Act supersedes the township policies. To date, the Wind Turbines have 

not had a major impact on the real estate values. Lakeshore properties are still at a premium price.  

3.2 Marie Wilson of the Nuclear Waste Management Organization, (NWMO) was introduced. She 

discussed the deep geologic repository proposal by Ontario Power Generation to build a long term 

management facility below ground to dispose of low and medium level waste from the 20 reactors 

located in 5 nuclear power plants in Ontario. This will be located in the Kincardine area.  

They have completed a 4 year geology study for deposal of the nuclear waste and an engineering 

assessment is complete. The safety assessment is being finalized and an Environmental Impact 

Statement is complete. The next step is to set up Joint Review Panel (set up by the Ministry of the 

Environment) who will schedule a public review process in Kincardine. After this review, OPG will 

apply to the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission for a licence. When the Canadian Environment 

Assessment is complete, the report will be submitted to the Federal Cabinet by the Ministry of the 

Environment for approval and submission to the House of Commons for final approval.  

To date, two levels of Intervener funding has occurred, $50,000 for a group of 5 and $175,000 for a 

group of 7 Marie left education material including video and contact information for the BBCA 

members. 

The long term management facility will be 680 meters (2135 ft.) below ground   Currently, this 

waste is being stored above ground and will be moved below ground when the facility is completed. 



The low level waste is ashes from burned rags, mop heads, and clothing and the medium level 

waste is liners and filters for water containers. This solution for low to mid level nuclear waste will 

last 35-40 years. In 2004, Kincardine Council approved the go ahead for this plan. There will be no 

exposure to the lake. 

3.3 Willard Cowan from the Kincardine Summer Music Festival encouraged people to attend from July 

31st to August 13th; information is available on the web site. 

3.4 Don Cass for the Pine River Watershed Initiative Network (PRWIN) gave an update on their 

activities. They have completed 23 fencing and/or planting projects. Using volunteers, they have 

planted 30,000 trees. Also, the organization has purchased a tree planter and planted 9,000 trees with 

this devise. $93,000 was approved by the Federal Government in support of PRWIN. Don thanked 

the BBCA for their ongoing financial support. More information is available on their website 

www.pineriverwatershed.ca .  

 

4 Approval of the 2010 Annual General Meeting Minutes – Business arising from the Minutes (Susan 

Davidson,  Secretary) 

4.1 Motion to approve the minutes from the 2010 Annual General Meeting 01-30-07-11  moved by Jean 

Auchterlonie and seconded by Mary Apsey     Carried 

 

4.2 Business arising from the minutes – none 

 

5 Reports 

5.1 President’s Report – (David Tiernan) With the major issues facing Bruce Beach, David 

emphasised the importance of working together as a community to address these issues. To ensure 

the Executive has the members input and inclusion, we have introduced surveys to solicit member’s 

feedback. This was effectively on the Wind Turbine survey completed by Erin Research with 90% in 

favour of the BBCA Executive’s actions and also, the survey for the BBQ gave positive 

recommendations to improve the venue. 

 

This year we have expanded the role to the Councilors to have representation from all 11 Areas on 

Bruce Beach. Your area Councilor is listed on page 1 of the BBCA Yearbook.  We have introduced 

on going conference calls with the Executives and the Councilors to ensure consistency of 

communication. These calls will be briefly minute and posted on the website www.brucebeach.ca.  

 

The Executive will be establishing Committees of the Board to deal with our three main issues, 

Wind Turbines, Beach Quality and Water Quality. We need to continue to have a united front to 

maintain our current quality of life on the beach. With the Provincial election on the horizon, we will 

be asking each candidates position on our three key issues. 

 

http://www.pineriverwatershed.ca/
http://www.brucebeach.ca/


Though, during this election period, activity with the Wind Turbines has been limited; there are 

plans to install 100-150 more Turbines in Huron Kinloss and many more from Amberly to Godrich. 

It is important we continue to monitor this issue closely. 

As indicated in the discussion with Mitch Twolan, Brian MacEachern has experimented with a 

pumping devise to remove the slur of algae from the water to dry on shore for removal by the algae 

harvester. We will be working with the township to encourage them to purchase this pump. Also, to 

request improvement of the quality of the algae harvester pickup.  Much is left behind. 

We will continue working with PRWIN and Ducks Unlimited to develop holding ponds (require 15-

20 acres) with farmers to catch the runoff from the tiled fields. It is important to work with the 

township on the issues they can address and approach the other jurisdictions on their related issues. 

Last month, the emergency response for Huron Kinloss could not find the entrance from Lake 

Range Road to the cottage that called 911. The township wants to work with each area to improve 

the signage to ensure rapid response in an emergency. 

5.2 Vice-Presidents Report – (Bruce McKelvey)  Bruce thanked Anne Pottier, Heather Ingham, Karen 

Stief and all the other volunteers that have worked extremely hard to promote and organize this 

year’s BBQ. Also a special thanks to Creemore Brewery for the donation of the beer and to McCosh 

Grove for the use of the property. There will be 450 people attending this year, a significant increase 

from the last few years. Based on the feedback through the survey, tables and chairs are available for 

seating; a wagon ride is organized for the children and a greater emphasis on including new 

cottagers and renters is in place. The 50/50 draw will benefit the Kincardine Hospital. 

 

Bruce discussed the importance of Canadian cottage owners and their spouses to register to vote in 

the municipal election. The voting process has been significantly changes from in person to 

electronic. Last year, 72% voted through the internet and 28% by telephone. There were 7,000 

people eligible to vote and only 2,400 (34%) voted. If we are able to get all the lake shore property 

owners registered to vote, we could have a major impact of the outcome of the election. This would 

also signal to the politians that we are serious about having our issues addressed. 

 

5.3 Treasurers Report – (Janice Gibson) the 2011 BBCA Financial Statement and Budget for 7 

Months ending July 31, 2011 was available to the BBCA members (see attachment 1). Janice 

reported 27 cottages have not paid this year’s dues. There was discussion to continue making a 

donation to the Kincardine Hospital. This will be considered at the next Board of Directors meeting. 

There was a recommendation to combine the area and BBCA fees together for payment. This would 

be a problem as the area fees are not decided until the area meetings. The BBCA fees are determined 

in the winter and due by June 30th 

 

Motion 02-30-07-11 to accept the budget as presented, moved by Janice Gibson and seconded by 

Ross Klopp           Carried  



 

Motion 03-30-07-11 to donate $1,000 to the Pine River Watershed Initiative Network moved by 

Janice Gibson and seconded by Ross Klopp       Carried 

 

5.4  Yearbook Coordinator – (Peter Newson) David Tiernan thanked Peter for all his efforts ensuring 

the Yearbook is distributed in an accurate and timely manner. It was recommended to include the 

dates of the church services. Also, a recommendation was put forward to utilize the website to 

eliminate the need for paper. Many agreed they wanted the actual book. 

 

5.5 Communication Coordinator – (Ross Klopp) Ross thanked everyone for keeping their e-mail up 

to date; he has very few return e-mails. In total, he has 380 people receiving e-mails. If sending e-

mail address changes in writing, please write carefully and clearly. 

 

5.6 BBQ Committee – (Bruce McKelvey) Updated under the Vice Presidents Report 

 

5.7 Golf Club – (Terry Parsons) Terry reminded everyone that our Golf Club is the oldest in Bruce 

County. The committee continues to raise money for the golf club restoration. Last year 3 greens 

were renovated and this year greens 7&8 are slated for renovation. A special thanks to Al McKay 

from Ainsdale for his professional assistance in assessing the requirements for changes to the course. 

All 9 holes have been “adopted” by families for ongoing maintenance.   

   

5.8 Junior Golf – no update available 

 

5.9 Games Day – no update available 

 

5.10 Church Committee – (Barbara Strain) Worship services have been held outdoors since 1894.  

Everyone is invited to join at 4:00 p.m. each Sunday  to enjoy the service and great music. 

Donations of $300 each were sent to the Bruce County Women’s Shelter, Canada Food Grains 

Bank, PRWIN and $150 to Knox College U of T. At the last service of the year, a special 

Memoriam for those lost in the past year will occur including a bag piper playing Amazing Grace.  

 

5.11 Sports Day - (Laurie Hughes) Sixty young people attended Sports Day with lots of helpers. 

 

5.12  Ski Day – (Ross Klopp) Ski day at Osler Bluff has been cancelled, however anyone can contact 

Ross Klopp to arrange reservations at Osler Bluff. 

 

6 Nominations – (David Tiernan) Nomination were not required this year as everyone will continue in their 

current positions: David Tiernan President, Bruce McKelvey, Vice-President, Susan Davidson, Secretary and 

Janice Gibson, Treasurer. 



7 New/Other Business – (David Tiernan) George Auchterlonie thanked Janice and David Gibson and others 

for their assistance clearing the ball diamond of fallen trees this spring. 

 

8 Meeting Adjourned – (David Tiernan) David adjourned the meeting.                                   

 

                  

 

                            

  


