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BRUCE BEACH HISTORY – 2011 

Two Historic Events in 2010 

 Restoration of the clubhouse was the most important event at Bruce Beach in 2010 but 
a museum display in Kincardine was also significant. Following Rev. Bradley’s (1938) precedent 
of recording yearly events in his Souvenir History of Bruce Beach and relying on it for 
information on the beginnings of golf at Bruce Beach, this year’s note gives a slice of the history 
of golfing at the beach and a peak into our museum display. 
 
 One afternoon in 1903, during a game of horseshoes involving most of the “white 
Indians”, Margaret McInnis asked Rev. Robert Martin to demonstrate the game of golf. He went 
for his “sticks” and they all walked up to our second hole. Martin took out his “mashie” and 
sent the first ball driven at Bruce Beach soaring over the heads of people positioned in the field 
to catch the ball. (For young readers, “mashie” is a wooden shafted golf club with an iron head, 
most similar to the modern five iron.) Apparently interest soared too; that summer Martin laid 
out a six hole course with one hole at each end of Frank Tout’s property and one at each end of 
the two sections of the McCosh property.  Four years later, the Bruce Beach Golf Club was 
formed. Membership was 25 cents per person, beginning the enduring tradition of paying very 
little to golf at Bruce Beach.  
  
 The golf club flourished but by 1923 there was dissention in the ranks. The female 
members split off and formed their own Ladies Golf Club. They debated withholding their fees 
from the male-dominated club where only one female (Margaret McInnes) had been on the 
executive but decided to relinquish half their fees and to co-operate with the executive of the 
Men’s Club, men who were after all their husbands, fathers and/or brothers. In 1926, the 
women returned to the original club having won some concessions, particularly equal 
representation for women on the executive and special tee off times for children under 12 
years of age.  
 
 The club’s response to the latter is first recorded in the1935 Bruce Beach Association 
flyer. (Folded, single sheet, flyers were fore-runners to our Yearbook, first so named in 1960.) In 
1935, the children’s tee off time was between 1 and 2:30 pm on Tuesdays and Fridays. By 1964, 
the opening time was set back to 12:30 and in addition, 10 and 11 year olds could tee off 
between 12 and 1 on all the other week days as well. In 1973, golf lessons were offered on 
Tuesdays at 1 and by 1974, children could use the course at any time. Thus, for over 75 years 
children have been encouraged to learn and play golf at Bruce Beach.  
   
 Twenty-two years after Martin’s demonstration, on August 17, 1925, Robert McCosh Sr. 
sold 35 acres for $3000 to Mr. David Kennedy (#1A/8) and Dr. Gerald Wilson (#2A) for a golf 
course. The following year, reflecting McCosh’ wishes, these two men sold the land to the 
newly-formed McCosh Grove, Limited (incorporated on October 9, 1926) and cottagers 
adjoining the property as well as some others bought shares.  
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 Having established the club and the course, brothers Fred and Charles Yates (#21) 
suggested building a clubhouse at a meeting in July, 1933. Plans were drawn by Charlie and, 
impressively, the club house was built by the cottagers that August. The building lacked the 
fireplace, kitchen and store room which were added in 1937. The outhouse located across the 
road from the first tee was superseded by the bathroom in 1982 for $975 with funds raised by 
two “potty” parties and BBQs. The opening in the wall between the main room and the kitchen 
was cut in 1987.  
 
 By 2009, major repairs were needed. The walls were budging making the roof cave 
inwards while the substructure was rotting, especially in the southwest corner where water had 
been drained from a pop cooler on the verandah over many summers.  Par for the course, 
generous responses to fund raising begun in 2009 under the direction of Susan Yates Johnston 
(#21) allowed repairs to be completed by mid-summer, 2010. Now the building has a new 
foundation, new floors, and a reinforced, newly shingled roof. Iron rods hold the walls together 
and most of the west wall is new as is the widened bathroom door. All the windows and the 
glass doors have been beautifully restored. Wiring and plumbing were upgraded before the 
installation of new kitchen cupboards, counters and appliances and new bathroom facilities. 
Outside, the verandah floor, pillars and the chimney were repaired while a new fence and eaves 
troughs were added and the building was painted. According to Anne Wright (#3A), our BBGC 
treasurer, the cost for all this was just over $91,450.00. 
 
 This restoration project was under the supervision of David Wilson (#7A). Other 
members of the committee were: Dave Gregoris (#14), Gail Pool (#34) and Al Prang (#15). 
Sincere thanks are extended to them and to all the donors and volunteers involved in 
preserving the clubhouse which while it belongs to the Bruce Beach Golf Club functions as our 
community centre, making maintaining it important to us all.  
 
 Less enduring was a museum display on the history of Bruce Beach. In October 2009, 
Graham Mahood of the Walker House executive approached BBCA president Keith MacDonald 
about mounting a display in Walker House on the origins of vacationing in the Kincardine 
region. The Bruce Beach executive embraced this idea and Keith asked me to coordinate the 
Bruce Beach efforts for this exhibit. 
 
 Rick Clarke, Administrator for Walker House, was tasked by their Board to produce 
“Gone to the Beach: A History of Vacationing in the Kincardine Area”. Rick was concerned about 
accessing enough material for the exhibit in a short time but fortunately about 100 
photographs had been scanned from the Bruce Beach Camera Club albums (1919 to 1921). As 
well, Bradley’s history is available on line at our website and there were the annual history 
notes in our Yearbooks. Photos and information from these sources, combined with additional 
photos and objects lent by numerous cottagers resulted in a room devoted to Bruce Beach 
alone, an addition to a general display on vacationing in the region on the ground floor. The 
topics emphasized in our room were: the first cottagers, including the Ripley campers and the 
many ministers; interaction with local peoples, including the farmers and the Saugeen First 
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Nation; our strong interests in sports and in our history, and building and maintaining our 
structures. The exhibit ran between the May 24th and the Thanksgiving weekends. 
 
 Our participation yielded many positive outcomes. Preparing for the exhibit resulted in 
more photos being added to our archives. Old things stored in our cottages were displayed for 
others to view and we relocated old trophies. In town, good media coverage, an official 
opening, and a talk on the history of Bruce Beach resulted in many learning more about our 
history. Finally, this project enhanced relations between seasonal and permanent residents. 
Therefore, this year’s note ends with many thanks to all the Walker House executive members, 
especially Rick and Marilyn Clarke, and to all of you who offered ideas and lent photographs or 
objects for the exhibit.  
  

Frances Stewart 
Bruce Beach Historian 


