
Bruce Beach Cottagers’ Association 
                

Minutes for the Executive Committee Meeting 
 

 

Date:            Sunday, March 6, 2011 

 

Location:     Creemore Spring Brewery 

 

Present:       David Tiernan, Keith MacDonald, Bruce McKelvey, Janice Gibson,       

Peter Newson, Susan Davidson  

 

Regrets:       Ross Klopp  

 

1. Welcome and update to Agenda - (David Tiernan) 

 

2. Review August 2, 2010 Minutes of the Bruce Beach Cottagers’ Association 

Annual Meeting – (Susan Davidson) 

 

The copy of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting distributed for review prior 

to the meeting was not the correct version. Susan Davidson will distribute the latest 

version and ensure 2 name change are included. The term Wind Mill is to be Wind 

Turbine in all future correspondence. Based on these changes, the minutes were 

approved. 

Action: Susan Davidson will revise minutes. (March 10, 2011) 

 

3. Business arising from the Minutes  

    

David Tiernan updated the Committee on the status of the Wind Turbine issue. Last 

fall, a survey to the BBCA members was completed requesting their feedback on the 

position the BBCA executive should take on the Wind Turbines proposed for 

installation both onshore and offshore. The results gave the Executive significant 

support to strongly object to the installation of future Wind Turbines in the area. The 

results of the survey were communicated to the BBCA members, the Huron Kinloss 

Township Council, Carol Mitchell MPP for the area and the newspapers in the 

region.  

 

This feedback from our members helped drive the provincial government’s decision 

to halt any new applications for Wind Turbines offshore and supported the township 

in implementing several new bylaws that will impact new installations in the 

immediate area. 

 

Though the immediate threat of the installation of more Wind Turbines is abated, this 

issue is on hold until the Ontario election in October. If the Liberals are re-elected, 

moving forward with their Green Energy policy will be top priority, therefore, we 



need to continue with plans to strongly object to the future installation of Wind 

Turbines in our area. 

 

  

 

4. President’s Report – (David Tiernan) 

 

David indicated there were three main issues facing the BBCA members and as a 

result the BBCA executive. 1. Wind Turbines, on and off shore, 2. The quality of the 

water in Lake Huron and 3. The invasive plant and weed growth on the beach. As the 

survey of our membership on the Wind Turbines issue was a very successful tool to 

get their feedback, David wants to us this methodology to get their feedback on the 

other issues. We need to contact Erin Research to discuss this possibility.  

Action: Susan Davidson to contact George Spears and discuss. (May 15, 2011). 

 

As a result of the update on Wind Turbines in item  3, the Executive has agreed to 

send out an update to the BBCA members on the issue of the escalating cost of hydro  

in Ontario and in particular the cost subsidy for solar and wind power. Also, to make 

them aware of other charges on their bill such are the Debit Retirement Charge. 

  

This communication will also update the membership on the current status of the 

Wind Turbines and inform them of the importance of their input through the survey. 

This resulted in a temporary hold on new installations of Wind Turbines offshore. 

Also, thanking them for their support through the letter writing campaign to the 

different government agencies on this issue. It is important they understand the issue 

of new installations of Wind Turbines is only on hold until the results of the Ontario 

election this October and depending on the government in power, we need to be 

prepared for the next steps in the implementation of the Green Energy policy. 

Action: Bruce McKelvey will prepare this communication. (April 10, 2011) 

 

David recommended to the Executive Committee continuing the Wind Turbine 

Committee that was set up last fall to drive, monitor and communicate on this issue. 

Several BBCA members have volunteered for the committee, however, the Terms of 

Reference (TOR) and Mandate for the committee needs development and approval 

by the Executive. The Executive agreed with this recommendation  

Action: David Tiernan to communicate membership of committee and request the 

development of TOR and Mandate. (April 15, 2011) 

 

 

Mitch Twolan, Mayor of Huron Kinloss Township, is in the initial stages of running 

in the next provincial election to become a Conservative MPP. He has asked for the 

support of the BBCA members (Note, only permanent residences of Bruce Beach are 

eligible to vote in this riding). However, members of the BBCA can make donations 

which are tax deductable to his campaign. To support this, the membership will be 

sent the instructions on how they can support Twolan becoming the Conservative 

candidate.  



Action: David Tiernan will send this to Ross Klopp for distribution (March 12, 

2011). 

 

 

 

In early May, a document will be prepared identifying the 3 key issues facing the 

BBCA members (as listed above). This will be sent to all political candidates in this  

riding running for election in the October. We will request their position on the 3 

issues impacting Bruce Beach. The results of their positions will be communicated to 

the membership by June 15, 2011 or earlier if available. This will give our 

membership the political party positions on the issues facing Bruce Beach and may 

influence their vote.  

Action: David Tiernan to prepare the issues document (April 30, 2011). 

 

David discussed the issue of ensuring backup for the major functions that are 

performed by the different board members or committees. One area that requires 

backup is the e-mail distribution list to our membership and the other is backup for 

the information in the publication of the yearbook. 

Action: Keith MacDonald will discuss this with the respective parties (July 1, 2011) 

 

The Presidents of the Shoreline, Bruce Beach, Lurgan Beach and Point Clark met 

with the Huron Kinloss Township Council requesting a program to clean the beach 

of logs and algae on a bi-weekly basis (12-14 km). The council agreed to this 

recommendation but have since back tracked on the commitment. David believes 

cost is the issue.  The township also has permission from the province to spray the 

phragmities on the beach until 2014.  

Action: David Tiernan will contact council to ensure the township cleans the beach 

biweekly during the appropriate months. (March 31, 2011) 

 

David will also be strongly requesting additional services from the township in  

future meetings as the BBCA membership receives limited services for their tax 

dollar, i.e. recycling weekly vs. bi-weekly. 

 

David recommended to the Executive Committee setting up a separate committee 

that would monitor the activities and communicate on the water quality in Lake 

Huron and the invasive species growing on the beach. He wants to contact Brian 

MacEachern to help on the committee. 

 

Bruce McKelvey gave an update on the study of water quality in Lake Huron by a 

Professor from the University of Waterloo. Significant funds have been allocated by 

the provincial government in support this study. Sample testing of the water and 

research has been completed over the past 3 years and the results are under analysis 

for report preparation. Bruce also indicated the Geoff Peach had completed a new 

document on the invasive growth on the beach with less emphasis on the 

preservation of the duns.  

 



Susan Davidson indicated a small group of concerned cottagers has been meeting 

regularly to move forward the issue of water quality and invasive growth on the 

beach. Brian MacEachern is a member of this group and this could be the 

participants of the new committee.  The Executive agreed with this recommendation. 

 

Action: Bruce McKelvey to send the Executive Committee information on the 

University of Waterloo study and the website for Geoff Peaches report. (May 1, 

2011)  

Action: David Tiernan to contact Brian MacEachern to discuss working with the 

new committee. (May 1, 2011) 

 

       

5. Vice President’s Report - (Bruce McKelvey)   

 

Bruce reviewed the content of the BBQ survey that was complete in 2009. In 

general, most attendees are very pleased with the venue. The price is appropriate, no 

compelling requirement of a theme, some different views on the current catering vs. 

the previous format of burgers cooked by volunteers. Though some issues were 

expresses on the requirements to sell liquor, most participants now understand the 

liability issue around alcohol. Great support for the DJ and the dance.  

 

The area for possible improvement is how to make this event more community 

oriented, welcoming new members, and meeting new families from different areas of 

the beach. Also the timing and method of selling tickets was mentioned. 

 

Bruce recommended the following changes to the Executives. Communicate in 

advance to the BBCA membership that this year the BBQ theme is community 

oriented, an opportunity to meet different cottagers from other parts of the beach. 

The BBQ is financially a breakeven event but if there is a slight profit, communicate 

where it will be donated. Provide tables and chairs for the event, set up to facilitate 

families but create an environment that encourages mingling and conversation 

between different groups. (an ice breaker). Use the venue to recognize the winners of 

Sports Day and introduce the line up of the North/South softball game. Welcome the 

new members to BBCA etc. Have some children’s events, Liz Wood has volunteered 

to set up a hay wagon for the children. The Executive was in agreement with these 

recommendations. 

 

The Executive agreed to include the sale of BBQ tickets as the responsibility of the 

Councillors to create a more proactive distribution of the tickets. The past practice 

was passive. 

 

Bruce will set up a BBQ Committee including Anne Pottier as the main organizer 

and get volunteers for the setup, cleanup and bartending.  

Action: Bruce McKelvey, meet with Anne Pottier to discuss details of BBQ and 

recruit volunteers for other duties. (April 15, 2011 to July 15, 2011)  



Action: Bruce McKelvey, acquire a current or develop an action plan for the BBQ 

(June 15, 2011)  

 

 

 

 

6. Communications Director’s Report – (Ross Klopp regrets) 

 

Ross was unable to attend the Executive meeting due to health issues. The Executive 

members wish him a very speedy recovery. We are pleased he is able to continue with 

his valuable communications role. The Bruce Beach ski day at Olsler Bluffs was on 

Friday March 4th. Attendance was lower than previous years and the status of this 

event will be discussed at the next meeting.  

 

7.  Treasurer’s Report – (Janice Gibson) 

 

Janice distributed the financial report for 2010 actual and the 2011 budget (see 

attached). This was reviewed by the Executive members and it was noted 12 cottages 

have not paid their 2010 fees (some owe prior years).  2010  actual expenses were a 

loss of $827.49 due to the $5000.00 donation to the Bruce Beach Golf Club ‘Capital 

Fund’  and the donation to the Pine River Watershed Improvement increased from the  

$500.00 budget to $1,000.00 approved at the 2010 annual meeting.  

 

Janice prepared a letter to all delinquent cottagers indicating their fees were overdue 

and if not paid immediately, would have the right to vote at the next annual meeting 

removed and would not receive the 2011 Bruce Beach Yearbook. A total of 12 

cottagers are in this status. Janice will again notify them by letter of their overdue 

account.  

 

The Executive members approved a $1,000.00 donation to the Pine River Watershed 

Improvement and combination of the Honoraria from $600.00 and $350.00 to 

$900.00. 

Action: Janice Gibson will modify the 2011 budget and resend to the Executive 

members. (March 15, 2011) 

Action: Janice Gibson will send letters to the overdue accounts as indicated above. 

(April 15, 2011) 

 

 

 

8.    New Business – Councillors Responsibilities  

 

David presented the Guidelines for BBCA Councillors drafted by Barry McPherson 

from input requested from the Councillors. (see attached).  An additional 

responsibility of proactively selling BBQ tickets was added to the draft.  

Action: David Tiernan will change the draft and send to the Councillors and 

respective area Presidents. (April 15 2011) 



 

        New Business – Voter Registration  

 

Bruce recommended a communication to the BBCA members stressing the 

importance of advance registration for owners and spouses eligible to vote in the 

Huron Kinloss Township elections.  This will give the BBCA member and the 

Executive greater leverage with the township when they realize the voting power of 

the BBCA. As this process in not simple, information needs to be sent to the members 

explaining the rational and procedure.  

Action: Bruce McKelvey to draft communication and send to Executives. (July 15, 

2011) 

 

       New Business – Telephone Conference Call 

 

David asked that the Executive members to be available for monthly conference calls. 

Action: David Tiernan will develop a schedule for the calls and send to the Executive 

members. (March 15, 2011)  

Action: Susan Davidson will send an e-mail reminder of the calls 2 days in advance 

(Based on schedule) 

 

9.    Year Book – (Peter Newson) 

 

Peter has a list of 12 BBCA members with overdue accounts. The cottage number 

will remain in the book until the fees are paid, they will not receive a Year Book. 

Several inserts and reports have not been completed and there are some address 

changes, otherwise, the Year Book is on track for its scheduled publication. 

 Action: Peter Newson to contact members responsible for outstanding inserts and 

reports. (March 15, 2011) 

Action: David Tiernan to prepare the President’s remarks for the Year Book. (March 

15, 2011) 

 

David asked Peter to work with Frances Stewart and draft an outline for the 

Councillors to discuss with new BBCA members. This would include a history of 

Bruce Beach, the rational for the BBCA and their respective area committee, the role 

of the Councillor, description of all the different Bruce Beach events and dates etc. 

Action: Peter Newson to prepare draft of document and distribute to Executive 

members. (June 15, 2011) 

 


