
BRUCE BEACH HISTORY – 2014 
 

Individual Cottage Histories 
 

“And now for something completely different.” This year’s history note is radically 
different from any of the previous ones. Instead of presenting information on a topic of general 
historical interest to Bruce Beachers, I am asking you to provide the history of your cottage. Let 
me explain. 

 
Last year when talking with David Wilson (#7A) about the beach and its history, we 

realized that much information and the original cottagers’ stories would soon be lost because 
many of the current owners are among the last people who knew the original builders. We 
have stories from our parents and grandparents that could perish with us. Assuming that the 
history of the beach will continue to be of interest to our children and grandchildren, we 
thought that the history of each cottage should be recorded. Bradley’s Souvenir History of Bruce 
Beach records the early Beachers and their cottages but only until 1937. Many more cottages 
have been added since then, while some of the original cottages have been altered or torn 
down and new structures built. Thus, there is a need for updating our cottage histories.  

 
Obviously, collecting and writing the histories of all the cottages would be too daunting 

task for one person, so I decided to distribute the work. But first I thought it would be useful to 
run a “pilot project” in Tout’s Grove to see if the project was even feasible. Tout’s Grove was 
selected not only because I am a member of that grove but also because it is made up of a 
relative small number of cottages and the annual meeting is held early in July, allowing a 
prompt start for this endeavor. At last year’s Tout’s Grove Annual Meeting, I asked the 
members if they were interested in this project. It was enthusiastically endorsed.  At the 
meeting, some people asked for guide lines outlining what type of information they should 
include in their histories, how long these should be, when they should be submitted, and what 
would be done with them.   

 
The first two of these questions are related.  The answer to length is easy – as long as 

you want. Any information that you think would be of interest to other Beachers could be 
included. To help people started on their histories, I drew up a list of possible topics. With the 
declaimer that this list is neither comprehensive nor obligatory in any way, I include it here: 
 
Topics to Include in Cottage Histories 
 
Cottage Number 
Present owner 
When built?  By whom?  
How are you related to the original owner?  
How did your family learn about the beach as a place to summer? 
Was your family at another cottage previously? 



Who has owned your cottage over the years? 
Is the original building still standing? Are there any major changes, such as when was hydro or 
indoor plumbing installed? 
Any stories of interest about the cottage and it inhabitants, e.g., interconnections with other 
Beachers 
Anything else you think should be included. 
 
Photos 
 
Photographs of the building and the dates taken if you know or can estimate them. 
 
Caution 
 
Remember what you submit will be public in our archives and eventually, I hope, put on the 
Bruce Beach Cottagers Association website and/or published in some form. So, if you consider 
something private, like fights between siblings over inheritance, for example, keep it that way. 
 

The other questions are more difficult to answer.  Regarding a date for completion, 
various suggestions were made at the Tout’s Grove meeting. The more optimistic among us 
suggested that they be written over the summer when people could talk to their neighbours to 
clarify things. Other people said maybe a Thanksgiving weekend deadline would allow sufficient 
time.  In the end, we did not set a date.  Furthermore, at any time after sending in your 
submission, more could be added or changes could be made if you learned more later.  
However, a deadline will eventually have to be imposed, if we decide to publish the histories 
which brings us to the last question.  What will we do with this material?  At a minimum, it will 
be stored both electronically and as a hard copy in our archives. Depending on the response to 
this call for cottage histories and the wishes of Bruce Beachers, it could be added to our Bruce 
Beach website or published. We will decide collectively on this at a later date. Any historic 
cottage photos will be added to our photo archives. 
  

If you have difficulty with remembering dates of construction or changes in ownership, 
Bradley’s Souvenir History of Bruce Beach, Ian MacEachern’s A History of Bruce Beach, and the 
Bruce Beach Yearbooks might help. Both of the histories are online at the Bruce Beach website 
(http://wiki.brucebeach.ca/wiki/Main_Page), and our archive has an almost complete series of 
the Yearbooks, dating back to 1925-26. We are still missing Yearbooks for 1927-28, 1928-29, 
1929-30, 1930-31, 1945, and 1948. If anyone has extras for those years, please consider 
donating them to our archives which you can always consult during the summer months at my 
cottage (#34). Please send any questions and your histories to frances.stewart@mail.mcgill.ca. 
To those of you who have already submitted your cottage histories, I thank you! 

  
 

Frances L. Stewart,  
Bruce Beach Historian 

http://wiki.brucebeach.ca/wiki/Main_Page

