
BRUCE BEACH HISTORY: 1980 TO THE PRESENT 
 
This past year, I was asked to submit an article on Bruce Beach history since 1985 for the book Families 
& Farms of Huron & Ripley Township 1985-2014.  Assuming that many of you did not purchase it, what 
follows is based on that article, “Bruce Beach: 1985 to the Present”, with a few additions. 
 
In the early 1980s, Beachers were drawn out of the “simple and quiet life” (one purpose of the Bruce 
Beach Campers’ Association, formed in 1910) by two proposals. One, by the Ontario Municipal Board, 
changed the designation of land in Blair’s Grove from green space to residential, despite our objections. 
Then in 1982, Beachers objected to a proposed Huron Township by-law concerning lot requirements 
which would have made many of our cottages non-conforming. History was repeated from 2005 to 2008 
with another proposed Township by-law based on the Dynamic Beach shoreline study. Again, our 
concerns were considered. The Huron-Kinloss Council reduced the building setback from 45 to 30 
metres above the high water mark along Bruce Beach.  
 
Environmental protection has been a constant concern and since 1985, there have been many issues.  
The high water level of the lake in 1985 and 1986 washed boat houses, decks, and steps away and 
exposed sand point wells. But water levels are cyclical and in 2014, the Great Lakes were only 175.57 
metres above sea level, the lowest since records began in 1918. Low levels produce wide beaches and 
warm water for swimming but also provide good conditions for mussels. By 1990, invasive Zebra 
mussels had expanded into all the Great Lakes. Later, a second species, the Quagga mussel, invaded. 
Both these mussels filter out various algae, affecting the food chain. This results in clearer lake water but 
fewer fish and an increase in Cladophora algae. Bruce Beach first experienced large amounts of 
Cladophora algae in 2007.  Rotting accumulations make swimming and walking the beach so unpleasant 
that the Township has been harvesting algae from the shoreline for the past six years. 
 
Invasive plants have impacted the beach also. Phragmites australis spread to the Great Lakes by mid-
1980s. It has been at Bruce Beach for about ten years, spreading northward. Similarly, other weeds, 
grasses and even trees, such as willows and birches, are encroaching onto the sand beach down to the 
shoreline. 
 
While Beachers can do little about the mussels, we are trying to protect our locale. In 2007, the 
Township initiated a septic tank inspection program and found only a few septic systems that needed 
replacing at Bruce Beach.  Our Association urges cottagers to keep the beach clean, pump out septic 
tanks regularly, limit pesticides and fertilizers, recycle garbage and take hazard waste to designated 
repositories. These practices are a huge change from when we used outhouses, dug garbage pits, and 
disposed of old appliances in the lake. 
 
Our grandparents collectively bought land behind the cottages to prevent a second row of cottages, to 
maintain our golf course, and to preserve wild spaces. We now have ‘managed woodlots’ and try to limit 
the spreading garlic mustard, poison ivy and, more recently, poison hemlock. In 1986/7, several 
Beachers led in the formation of the Huron Township branch of The Men of the Trees, the first branch in 
Canada. The Branch planted trees on our land and, with the Township, along township roads. Similarly, 
we have been involved with and donated funds to the Pine River Watershed Initiative, established in 
2000, to improve the water quality of the river and so reduce the run-off of nutrients into the lake.  
 



Our conservation efforts have brought us out of our “simple and quiet life”.  Our Association’s executive 
has been working closely with Huron-Kinloss Township Council for over ten years and since at least 
2006, we have forged ties with the associations of Lurgan Beach/Blair’s Grove, Boiler Beach, and Point 
Clark. Factory pig farms in the late 1990s/early 2000s and more recently, wind farms and nuclear waste 
facilities have made us more political. In 2010, it became possible to vote electronically in the municipal 
township elections.  
 
We still maintain our founders’ ideals for a friendly community, probably because many of us are 
descended from those first Ripley campers of 1894 or the ministers who arrived after 1904.  Most 
Beachers know the members of others’ families, living and deceased. We are rooted here as nowhere 
else. There is the physical beauty of the location but just as important are the long term relationships 
among us.  
 
These were manifested in 1994. On that August long weekend, centennial celebrations brought us 
together for a variety of activities: a teen dance in the Club House, the Saturday morning Sports Day, a 
family picnic with races and games for all ages, a dinner/dance in the Ripley Arena, the Sunday baseball 
game with north enders versus south enders, a church service with the dedication of the Centennial 
Rock in the Church Grove, and finally, Beachers performed in an evening concert.   
 
More than a decade later, there was another major community activity. The Bruce Beach Golf Club 
House needed major repairs. After two years of fund-raising activities, restoration was completed in 
2010. The course, too, was improved and several tournaments were revived. Also in 2010, a display in 
the Walker House Museum, Kincardine, included a room for Bruce Beach. Exhibited were many historic 
photographs and old items from our cottages.  
 
Last summer, the old golf course shed (originally Rev. Bradley’s garage) was removed and a new one 
was erected in its place, near the third tee. As well, 2015 saw the revival of tennis tournaments on the 
courts next to the clubhouse and children’s tennis lessons were re-introduced in 1995. Since 2011, there 
have been golf lessons for children and some adults as well. 
 
Surely the future will bring as much friendship along the beach and with the neighbouring communities 
as in the past. As well, it is anticipated that we will continue to protect the beautiful environment of 
Bruce Beach. 

 
Frances L. Stewart,  
BB Historian 

 


